Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.120; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.1.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Fe(C 5 H 5 ) (C 20 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . 
Comment
The spiro-indole-pyrrolidine ring system is a frequently encountered structural motif in many biologically important and pharmacologically relevant alkaloids, such as vincrinstine, vinblastine and spirotypostatins (Cordell, 1981) . Pyrrolidine containing compounds are of significant importance because of their biological activities and widespread employment in catalysis (Witherup et al., 1995; Kravchenko et al., 2005) . Oxindole derivatives are known to possess a variety of biological activities such as potent inhibitors of monoamine oxidase (MAO) in human urine and rat tissues (Glover et al., 1998) and atrial natriuretic peptide-stimulated guanylate cyclase and (iii) a potent antagonist of in vitro receptor binding by atrial natriuretic peptide besides possessing a wide range of central nervous system activities (Bhattacharya et al., 1982) . In the molecule the pyrrolidine ring N1/C1/C2/C3/C4 exhibits an envelope conformation with envelope on C4 with an assymetry parameter (Nardelli, 1983) ΔC s (C4) = 9.76 (2) and with the puckering parameters (Cremer and Pople, 1975) 
Experimental
Experimental procedure A mixture of ferrocenyl Baylis-Hillman adduct, sarcosine and isatin were refluxed in 1,2-dichloethane for 35 h and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was subjected to column chromatography to get the pure product and it was crystallized using slow evaporation technique.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in idealized positions and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93 or 0.96 Å and U iso (H)= 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Fig. 2 . The packing of the molecules viewed down c axis.
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